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such an extent that they bear the unpleasantness caused
by an incompetent representative rather than voluntarily
propose a change in responsible personnel. For this reason
it was decided in Berlin after exhaustive deliberation that
an immediate recall of Herr von Papen was out of the
question. On the other hand, the measures of sabotage
proposed by von Papen were accepted in Berlin (as is
evident from the letter printed above). But Berlin wished
to limit them to factories, in which acts of sabotage were
to be performed by the workers so that thereby American
public property should remain untouched. The authorities
in Berlin were by no means satisfied with the way in which
Papen exceeded their injunctions, and the lack of dis-
cretion with which he carried out his task. As a way out
of the difficulty the idea was conceived of keeping him
in situ, and continuing the measures of sabotage instituted
by him, but of separating them from official German
representation and entrusting the execution of them in the
United States to one man. The choice fell on Captain
von Rintelen who had been attached to the Naval Staff
in Berlin, and since the outbreak of war had already
repeatedly proved his capacity for accomplishing special
missions.
The dispatch of Captain von Rintelen came about, more-
over, because it was discovered that the English Secret
Service had deciphered the German secret code. He was
to take a new one with him to Washington. Berlin must
have been afraid that Herr von Papen, who was not only
vain, but also very jealous, would seriously hinder Rintden's
activities. Consequently it was decided in advance to
make him more conciliatory towards Rintelen by sending
him, through Rintelen, the Iron Cross, second class, although
Papen had really done nothing either in action or on the
home front to deserve it.
Captain von Rintelen
Captain von Rintelen, armed with a Swiss passport,
started his journey on -22nd March 1915 via Norway, and